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Parish Office: C/o Aldingbourne Community Sports Centre, Olivers Meadow, Westergate, PO20 3YA

Mobile number 07849 806955      e-mail – clerk@aldingbourne-pc.gov.uk


Chair’s Report – Annual Parish Assembly May 2026

My job as Chair is to give you an update on important actions the parish council’s taken over the last year – except about work we have done to improve the LOOK of the Parish, which my fellow Councillor Michelle is going to outline. 

I will start with two pieces of good news.

Recently and to our great relief Arun turned down the  application for 400 houses on the land east  of  Westergate Street  adjacent to Pine Close that has been pending for the last nine years. I want to acknowledge the work of those councillors and residents who played a significant part in getting it refused.

The other bit of good news from the last 12 months that you obviously already know about is that  after a  five-year wait, we have a replacement for the old Shop Around the Clock, in the form of the Co-op. The parish council had strongly supported the planning application from the start and had attempted at various points to push the development along when it was stalled. If you shop there regularly, you will already know that Callum and his team are helpful and keen to engage with the community.
 
Returning to the subject of planning – the rejection of the 400 houses was sadly a fairly rare victory. As you may know, the new Government on taking office immediately pledged to build one and a half million new houses over the five years of the current Parliament, and since they were elected, they have made numerous changes to planning laws to make it easier to build in semi-rural areas like ours.  It is therefore becoming increasingly  difficult for parish councils like us to refuse to accept new housing, no matter how unsuitable.
 
We remain unhappy that permission to build 89 houses between Meadow Way and Hook Lane was given two years ago by a Government Planning Inspector, overruling both our and Arun’s objections. However, thanks in part to our arguments, the developers Redrow have so far had both their applications on the detail of the development refused. We will let residents know when Redrow submit their next application, so that everyone can have their say.
 
We are also unhappy about the huge amount of development taking place south of the railway line, all of which we have objected to, with the application for 180 houses on the former Woodgate Centre top of our list of concerns. Residents nearby are rightly concerned that with no new A29 in sight, all construction traffic, and indeed all the traffic from the new houses, will have to use Woodgate Close as the access road. We have lobbied Arun strongly about this but have not yet received a response.
On the subject of the new A29, there has so far been little progress, although some works are now being undertaken on the Barnham Road.

We have been extremely shocked by the recent actions of the owner of the field at the end Orchard Gardens and we appreciate the distress caused to a number of our residents. Our District Councillor Sue Wallsgrove has taken the lead on alerting Arun District Council to the issues raised and she has been liaising with various departments within the council to ensure compliance with environmental issues.

Finally, during the last 12 months there has been an increase in anti-social behaviour which has impacted on a number of members of the community from the staff at the Co-op to the allotment holders who had property vandalised.  These incidents have been on the increase, and we are working with the Police, Arun District Council, and our District Councillors to ensure the position improves.

It has been a privilege to chair both the Planning Committee and the council itself for the last year – and we could not do our work without you, our residents, letting us know your views and concerns. Remember that all our meetings our open to the public – keep an eye on our website, social media, and noticeboards for information about dates and times.
 
Cllr Sue Foott
Chair
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